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Three questions arise about the update of the Danish cohort
study of mobile phone use and risk of brain tumours.1

̶Towhich subpopulation do the study’s results apply?
Subpopulations such as corporate users, children and
adolescents, and people with a family history of cancer might
be at a higher risk of developing a brain tumour after near field
exposure to mobile phone electromagnetic radiation over a long
time such as 10-20 years. However, figure 1 of the study shows
that these more tumour predisposed subpopulations (206 174
or nearly 30% of the initial 723 421 eligible records) were
excluded from participation or statistical analysis, or both.

̶If phone records could not be obtained, why was
the amount of mobile phone usage in this large cohort not
estimated or extrapolated by some means? This omission is
particularly important given that the 13 nation INTERPHONE
study found a significantly increased risk of glioma in the
highest decile of cumulative time that mobile phones were
recalled as being used (>1640 hours),2 a finding that supported
a preceding meta-analysis of brain tumour risk in long term
mobile phone users (10 years or more).3

̶Does the greater than 10-fold increase in the number
of brain tumours among long term subscribers in the five years
of follow-up since the authors’ previous study reflect an increase

in yearly tumour incidence in the cohort? The most recent
incidence inWestern populations ranges from 11 to 19 primary
brain tumours per 100 000 person years.4 5 The authors
previously reported 28 cases of brain tumours in long term
subscribers up to 20026; they report 316 cases with follow-up
to 2007. What was the yearly incidence of primary brain
tumours?
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